THE  RAID   CHANGES  THE  WORLD               105
XI
Parliament met on February 11, 1896, after this apocalyptic  CHAP.
recess. Chamberlain was hailed at Palace Yard by as large a.   LL
crowd as perhaps ever had assembled there. Within the House ^T- 59-
of Commons, cheers rolled along the benches on both sides.
South Africa overshadowed all other thoughts and topics. Above
all, Chamberlain's explanation or defence was expected with
an interest seldom known. A sharp chronicler remarked:
There are nineteen members of the Cabinet. Public attention within
the House and outside is concentrated upon one. Liberal, Conservative,
Home Rule, Coorcionist, Churchman, Dissenter, whatever we be, wo
are each all one in our admiration of the policy and conduct of Mr.
Chamberlain since trouble began in the Transvaal. It is this unanimity
of applause that makes the case unique. When Lord Beaconsfiold and
Lord Salisbury came homo from Berlin bringing Peace with Honour,
town and country rang with acclamation. But the applause was after
all the clamour of a political party. It is Mr. Chamberlain's rare privilege
to find himself extolled not only by his party but by his political
opponents.1
Some preliminaries in the tense debate on February 13 are
well worth notice. From the outset the demand for enquiry was
irresistible. Mr. Sydney Buxton had well represented the
Colonial Office in the late House of Commons. He now declared
for the Liberal Party that one promising result was gained.
"We had now laid it down distinctly for all time that, as re-
garded those foreign relations [of the Transvaal], Great Britain
intended to remain the paramount Power having full control
over such relations."2 Leonard Courtney was the austere censor
in the Commons, but he now said of the Colonial Minister, "He
has saved us from a great peril... he has saved our character
and he has saved our honour. He saw at once what was to be
done and he did not hesitate to do it. ... I do not know anyone
who could have acted better . . . and I should find it extremely
difficult to place a finger on one who would act so well."8
1  Henry W. Lucy, A Diary of the    1896.  Hansard,  Fourth Series, vol.
Unionist Parliament, 1895-1900, p. 22.     xxxvii. col. 300.
2  House of Commons, February 13,       3 ZW, col. 304,